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TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY
HORT 435

Department of Horticultural Sciences
         Urban Horticulture

URBAN HORTICULTURE – HORT 435

Fall 2007 

TR 9:35- 10:50

http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/syllabi/435/syllab.html

INSTRUCTOR:
 



   Dr. Jayne Zajicek


Office Hours by appointment

   HFSB 422, 845-4482

   j-zajicek@tamu.edu

TEACHING ASSISTANT:




   Aime Lillard


Office Hours by appointment

   HFSB 423, 458-3932 

   aimejo@neo.tamu.edu

REQUIRED TEXT:
None 

The Web and Library will be used as the sole source of information for this course. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course is an introduction to urban horticulture and its role in community development and well-being.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:
1. To examine the historical role horticulture has played in urban cultures.

2. To explore the importance of horticulture in the lives, health, and well-being of urban populations. 

3. To learn about a variety of types of community, state, and federal programs in urban horticulture, their management and administration, programming, and evaluation methods.

4. To explore career opportunities in the area of urban horticulture.
COURSE GRADE:
       
Each student's grade will be based on a total of 600 points for the semester.  A standard grading scale will be utilized.  However, the instructor reserves the right to curve individual exams or assignments upward if an individual or the class performance warrants such action.  In no case will the curving of grades result in a worse grade than was earned using the standard scale enumerated herein.  Do not count on a curved grading scale for the course.  Extra credit work will not be assigned, put your efforts into assigned work.
EXAMS AND GRADING:


10%
Assignment 1 – Definition of Urban Horticulture




Part 1 – Individual Worksheet



 40 pts




Part 2 – Team Worksheet



 20 pts


10%
Assignment 2 – History of Urban Horticulture

 60 pts


15%
Assignment 3 – Educational Program


           
 90 pts


   5%
Assignment 4 – Funding Sources



 30 pts


 40%
Descriptive Case Study Program



Part #1 –Outline of Paper



  20 pts



Part #2 – Paper



150 pts



Part #3 – Presentation Summary of case study
  70 pts







20%           Final Exam   


 
120 pts


100%         Total 


           

600 pts

FINAL GRADE:



600 pts



A = 540-600 pts







B = 480-539 pts







C = 420-479 pts







D = 360-419 pts







F = 359 and below

LECTURE:
 
No electronic devices (laptop computers, palm pilots, raspberries, translators, calculators, cell phones, head phones, etc.) may be used during any lectures or exams unless specifically requested in advance by student services on the student’s behalf or approved by the instructor.

LATE ASSIGNMENTS: 

Late assignments are penalized at a rate of 10% loss in points per day late including weekends.

A medical excuse, as defined in the university handbook, or a university approved absence is required to avoid zero points on missed exams or loss of points on assignments.  The excused absences must be on the official university list, not just a note from another instructor.  If another instructor wishes to request consideration for excusing students from lecturer in HORT 435 to attend field trips or other activities for another class, approval must be requested in writing and approved by the HORT 435 instructor in advance of the activity.  The activity must be on the official university list or approved by the HORT 435 instructor in advance of the activity before the excuse will be considered valid.  Unexcused absences during the exam or assignment due dates will result in a score of zero points for the exam and loss of points on assignments as explained above.  
ATTENDANCE:

       Attendance in lecture is not mandatory but is strongly encouraged.  Due to the nature of the material and presentations it is necessary for students to attend lectures.  Explanations of assignments and projects are given during lecture periods and will not be given on a one to one basis to individual students with unexcused absences (without prior approval of the instructor or a doctor's excuse from student services per the TAMU student handbook) Cell phones should be turned off during lecture periods.  If a person’s cell phone rings, they are expected to turn it off immediately or leave. 

AGGIE HORTICULTURE ONLINE: 
Aggie Horticulture (http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/) is a World Wide Web server connected online through Internet. Aggie Horticulture is accessible from any computer on campus (or anywhere in the world!) having Internet client software (for example:  Internet Explorer or Netscape). Students will use Aggie Horticulture as a tool for accessing electronic databases of horticultural information and will develop assignments for posting on the Internet. 

CHANGES IN SCHEDULE: 
The instructor reserves the right to change the order and content of lectures as necessary. Assignment and Essay dates may be changed by the instructor but at least 1 weeks notice will be given.

TENTATIVE LECTURE SCHEDULE

August 28
Course Outline, Syllabus and Assignment #1 – Part 1 – Individual worksheet

August 30
Assignment #1 – Part 1 – Work Time

September 4 
DUE:  Assignment #1 – Part 1– Original individual worksheet due at the beginning of class, please make a copy for yourself that you can use in the team part of this assignment.

Team Discussions on the definition of Urban Horticulture as a facet of horticulture, umbrella diagram explaining the different areas included within this definition including programs that are part of each area. – Assignment 1 – Part 2 – Team Worksheet due at end of class period


Online History of Urban Horticulture and Gardens

Handout -  Urban Horticulture History 

Lecture1 - (http://www.hort.purdue.edu/newcrop/history/default.html)   (Lectures 41 and 42 – Print PDF file and take notes on video).

Assignment #2 – History Assignment



September 6
Work time for Assignment #2

September 11
Summary from Assignment #1 – Part 2: Urban Horticulture Programs




DUE:  Assignment #2 




Theory of Urban Horticulture




Hand out: Descriptive Case Selection Sheet 1st, 2nd, and 3rd choice

September 13
Descriptive Case Program: Explanation and Example




DUE: Descriptive Case Selection Sheet 1st, 2nd, and 3rd choice 
September 18  Educational Programs: Planning & Management




ASSIGNED:  Descriptive Case Study Program (DCSP) 




Assignment #3 – Development of an Educational Program for your DCSP

September 20 
Work time for Assignment #3 and Research and work time for DCSP

September 25
Fundraising          




Assignment #3 due 



Assignment #4 – Fundraising for your DCSP

September 27
Work time for Assignment #4;  Research and work time for DCSP

October 2
Guest Lecturer:  Todd Watson, Assistant Professor of Urban Forestry

                                                    Forestry




Assignment #4 due 

October 4
Research and work time for DCSP

October 9
Guest Lecturer:  Chris Boleman, Assistant Professor and Extension Specialist

                                                     Working with Volunteers 

October 11
Research and work time for DCSP

October 16
DUE:  Detailed Individual Descriptive Case Study Program Outline




Turn in at beginning of class

October 18
Work time for DCSP

October 23
PICK UP: corrected Outline



DRAW: Presentation Lottery Order



October 25
Work time for DCSP

October 30  
DUE: Descriptive Case Study Program Research Paper and Presentation in (Descriptive Case Study Program Research Paper due BOTH in Paper and Electronic “WORD FORMAT” and Presentation due in POWERPOINT format)

November 1
Oral Descriptive Case Study Program Presentations 

November 6
Oral Descriptive Case Study Program Presentations 

November 8
Oral Descriptive Case Study Program Presentations 

November 13
Oral Descriptive Case Study Program Presentations 

November 15
Oral Descriptive Case Study Program Presentations 




Exam #1 Assigned



DRAW: Presentation  Review
November 20   Work Time for Exam 1 

November 22   Thanksgiving Holiday
November 27   Exam 1 due.  NO late Exams will be accepted   

FINAL EXAM None

AMERICAN DISABILITIES ACT

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal antidiscrimination statute that provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities.  Among other things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities.  If you believe you have a disability requiring an accommodation, please contact the Department of Student Life.  Services for students with disabilities are in Room 126 of the Koldus Building, or call 845-1637.

AGGIE CODE OF HONOR

SCHOLASTIC DISHONESTY

Cheating and Plagiarism:

       “An Aggie Does Not Lie, Cheat or Steal or Tolerate Those Who Do.” Cheating in any form during quizzes, take-home assignments, or exams, will result in a zero for that examination and possible other disciplinary actions per current TAMU Student Rules.  Students observed giving or receiving answers during a quiz, exam, or assignment will receive a zero on that examination instrument. In the event of a repeat offense, an F will be assigned for the course.  Copying or plagiarism (including failure to cite sources) on the assignments will result in a zero for the assignment.  Cheating and plagiarism defrauds the instructor and fellow students, is a violation of the TAMU honor code, and will not be tolerated.  All infractions will be reported via the Aggie Honor Code system (http://www.tamu.edu/aggiehonor/) and may result in more severe disciplinary actions than outlined above.  Resources for students to clarify what is cheating plagiarism, and academic dishonesty can be accessed on the web at http://www.tamu.edu/aggiehonor/Student%20Resources/studentresources.html. 
Suggested Inclusions from Speaker of the TAMU Faculty Senate:

Copyright / plagiarism statement:

"The handouts used in this course are copyrighted.  By “handouts”, I mean all materials generated for this class, which include but are not limited to syllabi, quizzes, exams, , in-class materials, review sheets, and websites.  Because these materials are copyrighted, you do not have the right to copy the handouts, unless I expressly grant permission.

As commonly defined, plagiarism consists of passing off as one’s own the ideas, words, writings, etc., which belong to another.  In accordance with this definition, you are committing plagiarism if you copy the work of another person and turn it in as your own, even if you should have the permission of that person.  Plagiarism is one of the worst academic sins, for the plagiarist destroys the trust among colleagues without which research cannot be safely communicated.

If you have any questions regarding plagiarism, please consult the latest issue of the Texas A&M University Student Rules, under the section “Scholastic Dishonesty”" http://www.tamu.edu/aggiehonor/acadmisconduct.htm.
Acknowledgment of the terms of this class as stated in the above syllabus

I, the undersigned, acknowledge that I have read and understand the terms of this HORT 435 course syllabus (as stated in the preceding document) and that I agree to abide by the terms of this syllabus.  All terms of this syllabus are subordinate to published TAMU policies and all federal, state, and local laws and ordinances.  Subordination of one or more clauses in this syllabus does not render the remaining clauses unenforceable.

Print your name: 











Sign your name: 







 Date 




