Horticulture 418 - Nut Culture
Spring Semester 2007
Syllabus
	Credits: 
	3 (three hours lectures); 
Writing Intensive Course for Horticulture Majors

	Lecture time: 
	Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 11;30-12:20, HFSB 101

	Instructor:
	· Leonardo Lombardini
· Department of Horticultural Sciences, 426 HFSB
· Office phone: 458-8079
· E-mail: l-lombardini@tamu.edu
Office hours: anytime, by appointment

	Prerequisites:
	HORT 319 or approval of instructor

	Course topics: 
	The course covers the ecology, cultivation, processing, marketing, and consumption of pecans, walnuts, almonds, hazelnuts, pistachios, and chestnuts. In addition, the course includes sections covering up-to-date information on health benefits and nutrition facts of nut consumption. 

	Grading:
	Points

%

Five lecture quizzes1 

100

10%
Two multiple choice/essay exams (150 points each)

300

30%
One final exam

200

20%
One review article2
300
30%
One oral presentation3
100

10%
Total
1000
100%
1 There will be unannounced weekly quizzes during the lecture period. These will be short (5 questions T/F or multiple choice) and will be worth 20 points each. Only the best 5 quizzes will be counted. The subject matter for the quizzes will be from the lectures following the previous quiz. Quizzes cannot be made up.
2 The review article should be on a topic of your choice, but it has to be pertinent with the material covered in class and approved by the instructor. The title/topic of the review is due on February 14. A first draft is due on March 7, a second (voluntary) draft is due on March 30 and the final version is due on April 13. The review should be double spaced and at least 8 page-long. 
3 The presentation will be on the topic chosen for the review article. Presentations will be 10-12 minute long and will be scheduled for the last 3-4 (depending on number of students) lectures. Grade for the oral presentation will be assigned by fellow students. 
Submission of the draft and final versions of the review article will be done using turnitin.com, which is a website to help identifying papers containing unoriginal material. 

Bonus Points: students can receive up to 100 bonus points by attending sessions of the Texas Pecan Short Course that will take place in Rudder Tower on Jan 22-26 (see calendar on website for detailed schedule). Students can attend sessions of their choice. 25 points will be given for every short summary (10 typed lines) turned in to the instructor. Up to four summaries will be accepted and graded.   

	Recommended textbook:
	“Texas Pecan Handbook”, 2007 

Book will be available at the end January at the Cooperative Extension Office, Rm. 225, HFSB.

	Examination policy:
	If an exam is not taken at the assigned time, a make-up exam must be taken within one week of the original exam date. If the make-up exam has not been preapproved and scheduled, the student will receive a “0” grade for that exam. If a student is caught cheating on an exam, the student will be given a “0” grade for that exam. Violations will be handled in accordance with the Texas A&M University regulations governing academic integrity. 

	Assigned Readings:
	Thematic articles will be provided electronically or on hardcopy 

	Late assignments:
	Late assignments/term papers are penalized at a rate of 10% loss in points per day late including weekends.


	Attendance:
	Students are expected to attend all classes, complete assignments on time, and participate fully in class discussions. 

	Changes in schedule:
	The instructor reserves the right to change the order and content of lectures as necessary. Exam dates (assignment/term paper due dates) may be changed by the instructor, but at least 5 days notice will be given.

	Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Policy Statement:
	The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal antidiscrimination statute that provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities.  Among other things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities.  If you believe you have a disability requiring an accommodation, please contact the Dept. of Student Life, Services for Students with Disabilities in Cain Hall or call 845-1637.

	Copyrights:


	Please note that most handouts and supplements used in this course are copyrighted. This includes all materials generated for this class, including but not limited to syllabi, exams, in-class materials, review sheets, and lecture outlines. Materials may be downloaded or photocopied for personal use only, and may not be given or sold to other individuals.

	Scholastic Dishonesty:

	As commonly defined, plagiarism consists of passing off as one’s own ideas, work, writings, etc., which belong to another. In accordance with this definition, you are committing plagiarism if you copy the work of another person and turn it in as your own, even if you should have the permission of that person. Plagiarism is one of the worst academic sins, for the plagiarist destroys the trust among colleagues without which research cannot be safely communicated. If you have questions regarding plagiarism, please consult the latest issue of the Texas A&M University Student Rules, under the section “Scholastic Dishonesty.”

	Aggie Honor Code 
	“An Aggie does not lie, cheat, or steal or tolerate those who do”

Please refer to the Honor Council Rules and Procedures on the web at http://www.tamu.edu/aggiehonor. 


Lecture schedule

	Week
	Lecture
	Date
	Topic

	1
	1
	1/17
	Class cancelled due to bad weather

	
	2
	1/19
	Course Introduction; Pecan: history

	2
	3
	1/22
	Pecan: distribution and ecology

	
	4
	1/24
	Pecan: anatomy and vegetative structure

	
	5
	1/26
	Pecan: reproductive structure, fruit growth and development 

	3
	6
	1/29
	Pecan: cultivars, breeding 

	
	7
	1/31
	Pecan: site selection and preparation

	
	8
	2/2
	Pecan: diseases 

	4
	9
	2/5
	Pecan: pests (Mr. Ree)

	
	10
	2/7
	Pecan: soil management 

	
	11
	2/9
	Pecan: orchard planting and establishment (Dr. McEachern)

	5
	12
	2/12
	Pecan: fertilization

	
	13
	2/14
	Pecan: irrigation

	
	14
	2/16
	Pecan: harvesting

	6
	15
	2/19
	Pecan: processing, post-harvest, marketing 

	
	
	2/21
	FIRST EXAM

	
	16
	2/23
	Hickories 

	7
	17
	2/26
	Walnut: introduction

	
	18
	2/28
	Walnut: orchard planting, establishment and management. Harvesting, processing and marketing

	
	19
	3/2
	Walnut: pest and diseases

	8
	20
	3/5
	Walnut: black walnut, allelopathy

	
	21
	3/7
	Pistachio: anatomy and characteristics 

	
	22
	3/9
	Pistachio: cultivation, harvesting and production

	Week
	Lecture
	Date
	Topic

	9
	3/12-16
	Spring break

	10
	23
	3/19
	Pistachio: diseases and pests

	
	24
	3/21
	Pistachio: pests

	
	25
	3/23
	Almond: anatomy, vegetative and reproductive structure, cultivation

	11
	26
	3/26
	Almond: orchard planting, establishment and management, harvest, processing

	
	27
	3/28
	Almond: pest, diseases

	
	28
	3/30
	Almond: post-harvest, marketing

	12
	
	4/2
	SECOND EXAM

	
	29
	4/4
	Hazelnut

	
	
	4/6
	Reading day – No class

	13
	30
	4/9
	Macadamia

	
	31
	4/11
	Brazilian nut, Cashew

	
	32
	4/13
	Nuts as a healthy food

	14
	33
	4/16
	Nutrition facts

	
	34
	4/18
	Importance of nut crops

	
	35
	4/20
	FIELD TRIP – All day (leave at 8:00 am from Lot 74)

	15
	36
	4/23
	FIELD TRIP – lecture time (meet at USDA station at 11:30)

	
	37
	4/25
	Project presentations

	
	38
	4/27
	Project presentations

	16
	39
	4/30
	Project presentations

	
	40
	5/1
	Project presentations

	
	
	5/9
	FINAL EXAM (10:30-12:30 a.m.)


