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Textural Considerations: CoarseTextural Considerations: Coarse
Coarse textured plants grabCoarse textured plants grab
your attention = focal pointsyour attention = focal points

Textural Considerations: FineTextural Considerations: Fine
•• Fine textures can be used to soften harsh lines Fine textures can be used to soften harsh lines 

& highlight coarser textured plants by contrast& highlight coarser textured plants by contrast

Changing 3Changing 3--Dimensionality With ColorDimensionality With Color
•• Bright colors draw the eye, Bright colors draw the eye, 

bring plants to the foregroundbring plants to the foreground
•• Darker colors (blues, purples, Darker colors (blues, purples, 

violets) provide illusion of violets) provide illusion of 
depthdepth Creating Space Illusion: Creating Space Illusion: 

Horizontal PlantsHorizontal Plants

Creating Space Illusion: Creating Space Illusion: 
Vertical PlantsVertical Plants



Formal versus InformalFormal versus Informal

Formal: Texas Capital GroundsFormal: Texas Capital Grounds Informal: Texas Cottage GardenInformal: Texas Cottage Garden

Informal: Naturalistic PondInformal: Naturalistic PondFormal: Structured Water GardenFormal: Structured Water Garden

NaturalizingNaturalizing

Naturalistic Naturalistic plantings ≠ native plantsplantings ≠ native plants

Wildflower Wildflower MeadowsMeadows

Image courtesy Image courtesy of Drof Dr. Cynthia McKenney. Cynthia McKenney

Specialty Designs / LogosSpecialty Designs / Logos

Warm season annualsWarm season annuals

Cold season flowering annualsCold season flowering annuals
Cold season vegetative annualsCold season vegetative annuals

Knot Garden / ParterresKnot Garden / Parterres Containers GardensContainers Gardens



Hanging Baskets & Window BoxesHanging Baskets & Window Boxes Rock GardenRock Garden

Green RoofsGreen Roofs
Regional Regional 
challengeschallenges

OhioOhio
TexasTexas

Framing Framing 
Views Views 

((OutdoorsOutdoors))

Framing Views Framing Views 
((Inside OutInside Out))



ReflectionsReflections
((Mirror ImagingMirror Imaging))
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