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Assigned Readings  

for Plant List 4 

 Read the pages in your textbook 

associated with the introduction to 

Bulbs, Corms, and Tubers (p. 411), the 

family descriptions and individual taxa 

covered on Plant List 4 that was 

distributed in lab.  These plant lists are 

also available on the course website.  

   http://aggie-

horticulture.tamu.edu/syllabi/308/home/frameset.htm 



BULBS & CORMS 
ÅGeophytes is the broader term 

ÅSpring ñbulbsò are the classic bulbs 

ïCareful selection is required in warm 

climates due to inadequate chilling 

ÅOther species are underutilized for summer 

or autumn bloom 

ÅUnderground structures 

ïBulbs 

ïCorms 

ïTubers                

(tuberous            

rhizomes) 

ïTuberous             

roots 

Bulbs (Tulipa) 

Bulbs (Narcissus) 
Corms (Crocus) 

Corms (Gladiolus) 
Tuberous roots 

(Ranunculus) 

Tuberous rhizomes 

(Iris) 

Tubers (Solanum) 



Crocus spp.  

Crocus 

Å Traditional harbinger of spring in cool 

and cold temperate landscapes, 

perennial in USDA zones 4 (3b) -7 

Å Sparse grass-like clump of leaves     

with one single, rarely two, cup-   

shaped flowers per growing corm 

Å Blooms bright yellow, white, purple or 

bicolors in late winter / very early spring 

Å Best reserved for use in North Texas, 

treat as an annual elsewhere in the state 

and get a bonus if they re-bloom 

ÅGood for naturalizing where adapted 



Muscari spp.  
Grape Hyacinths 

Å Small diminutive grass-

like leaves with 6ò to 9ò 

tall raceme of urn-shaped 

flowers 

ï Mostly blue, purple-blue, 

or white, rarely yellow 

Å Blooms late winter to 

early spring 


