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Firebush, Hamelia patens

Few plants really thrive in our Texas heat from July to
September, but Hamelia patens (sometimes listed as H.
erecta) seems to thrive on it.  Actually, a large shrub or
small tree native to Mexico, firebush is a dependable and
useful perennial for the southern half of Texas, where it
freezes to the ground and re-sprouts each spring.  It
typically makes a 4- to 5-foot mound of reddish orange
flowers from early summer until late fall.

In addition to its long blooming season, there are several
other significant attributes of the plant.  Hamelia is very
drought tolerant, and thrives in most any soil as long as it

is well drained.  Full sun or partially shaded locations are
preferable to shady ones, which will result in rank growth
and little bloom.  The foliage often turns bright red before
freezing back, and the small dark fruit is edible.  In
Mexico, a fermented drink is said to be made from the
fruit.  The leaves and stems have been used for tanning,
and a concoction from the leaves reportedly is used for
various medicinal purposes.  The flower buds last longer
than the flowers themselves, and appear in great numbers.
After maturing, the flowers drop off quickly, and the plant
requires only occasional shearing to keep it in a nearly
perpetual state of bloom.

Another common name of H. patens is hummingbird bush.
Hummingbirds are attracted to the tubular red flowers,
and add another value to the plant.

H. patens is certainly not a new plant for Texas.  Mrs.
Margaret Kane, a well known grower of perennials in San
Antonio, has a large specimen that has been in her garden
for many years.  The Mercer Arboretum in Houston has a
large plant located in a raised bed near its entrance.
Firebush is said to be fairly common in Florida.

Propagation is by seed or half-ripe cuttings rooted under
glass.  Firebush is useful as a container plant, in masses, or
located at the back of wide border plantings.  It is useful as
an annual in northern parts of the state, where more severe
winters may kill the root system of the plant. ❀
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By Dr. William C. Welch, Landscape Horticulturist
Texas A&M University, College Station

slowly lose their vigor.  For spring-

and summer-flowering species,

such as iris, day lilies, penstemon,

phlox, coreopsis and shasta dai-

sies, fall is the best time to di-

vide and reset.  Some species,

such as bearded iris and day

lilies, need dividing every 3

to 5 years, while others, like

coreopsis and shasta daisies,

respond favorably to an an-

nual division.

Since spring-flowering peren-

nials respond best to fall plant-

ing and dividing, it is necessary

to make selections and set them

out now for maximum effect next

spring.

One of the best ways to begin with perenni-

als is to notice which ones are thriving in your own

community.  Some Texas gardeners have been

handing down perennials from one generation to

another for many years.  These plants are rarely

available through commercial sources, but few gar-

deners will fail to respond affirmatively to a request

for a division or two of a mutually admired plant.

Many medicinal and culinary herbs are perennials,

and they can offer still another dimension to the

home landscape.

Perennials that are generally well adapted over

Texas require minimum irrigation, and are best set

out or divided in the fall.  Some are available as seed,

and others can be purchased from nurseries and

garden centers.  One of the joys of growing peren-

nials is that they usually reproduce prolifically, which

allows the grower plenty of extra plants to share

with friends and neighbors.      ❀

perennials can be highly useful

and attractive in the home land-

scape.  They often persist for

many years, and usually re-

quire less maintenance

than annuals.  The peren-

nial border is an impor-

tant gardening concept

in England and many

other areas of the world.

It can provide long sea-

sons of color and cut flow-

ers while enhancing over-

all landscape development.

If a perennial border is more

than you care to attempt as

your initial experience with pe-

rennials, try adding a few to ex-

isting plantings.  Many perennials

have attractive foliage, and are an as-

set even when not in flower.

Perennial plants may be defined as those which en-

dure or persist from year to year.  Once a promi-

nent part of nearly every Texas landscape, perenni-

als are often overlooked by today's gardeners and

nurserymen.  Although many species still can be

found in Texas gardens, their availability is often

restricted to sharing among friends and neighbors.

Most perennials are easily propagated by division,

seed, or cuttings.  Division is particularly success-

ful, since it not only provides new plants, but is of-

ten necessary for the continued vigor of plants.

Fall is an excellent time for planting many perenni-

als and for dividing and resetting those in the ex-

isting landscape.  Division is an important cultural

requirement of many well known perennials.  With-

out an occasional thinning, most of these plants will
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KILL CRITTERS WITH SUNSHINE
Now is the time to reduce your nematode population
through non-chemical means.  We hear a great deal
about using marigolds and sugar for the control of
root-knot nematodes in the garden, but both of these
methods are of questionable value.  A practice which
is both scientifically sound and acceptable to garden-
ers is drying.  Nematodes are water-loving parasites,
and must have a water film in the soil in which they
can move.  This film exists in a moisture layer around
soil particles.  As soil dries out, this layer disappears
and most nematodes will die.

Some nematodes and their eggs can survive inside root
tissue, so it is important that all roots in the soil be
broken up and exposed to direct sunlight.  Although
drying may not kill 100 percent of the eggs, the expo-
sure to direct sunlight will result in an increased egg
mortality.  Drying is especially valuable at this time
when temperatures are high and rainfall is low, and
most gardens are beginning to go into a decline due to
heat and plant age.

CONTROLLING NEMATODES BY DRYING SOIL:

1. Dry during the two hottest and driest months of
the year.

2. Remove all plants from your garden.  Make sure
you pull up as many roots as possible.

3. Till or spade the soil.

4. Allow the area to stand for 60 days.  Make sure no
vegetation is left alive in the area.

5. If rain occurs during this period, till again when
the soil dries.

6. If no rain occurs, re-till 30 days after the first
tilling.

7. Plant after 60 days.  Soil will need to be watered
prior to planting.

If these steps are followed closely, the existing nema-
tode population will be reduced, and the next garden
can be grown with only minor nematode damage.  ❀

By Dr. Jerral D. Johnson, Extension Plant Pathologist
Texas A&M University, College Station

DISEASE CONTROL IN THE FALL GARDEN
Failure to control disease is often blamed on the pesti-
cide.  Frequently, the cause lies elsewhere.  Among the
most common reasons for failure are:  applying mate-
rials too late in the disease cycle, applying materials
in insufficient amounts or not adequately covering the
plant, and applying the wrong materials.  Following
are some suggestions on how to better control dis-
eases in the fall garden:

1.  Watch the garden closely.  This is especially impor-
tant during periods of high rainfall or heavy dews.
These periods favor disease development.  During early
stages, plants are particularly susceptible to seedling
diseases.  Later, as the plants begin to set fruit, they
again enter a period of high disease incidence.  This
does not mean that these are the only two periods
which are susceptible to disease, but during these pe-
riods plants are more susceptible to disease problems.

2.  When spraying the garden, make sure the foliage is
well covered with the fungicide or bactericide.  Home
owners should spray both the top and lower foliage of
the plant.  In many foliage diseases,  disease symp-
toms first appear in the lower foliage.  On vine crops,
such as cantaloupes, cucumbers, and watermelons, the
crown of the plant will be the first to show symptoms.

3.  Use the proper fungicide or bactericide for a spe-
cific disease.  Gardeners should become familiar with
vegetable diseases, and use the best materials avail-
able to control each disease.  For powdery mildew,
materials such as Benomyl, Karathane, or Folpet should
be used.  For leaf spots and fruit rots, Maneb, Folpet,
Zineb, Captan, or Benomyl are best.  For bacterial dis-
eases, use a bactericide containing copper;  however,
when using copper fungicides, consult the label closely,
since some plants are sensitive to copper.

One of the most frequent causes of failure is using an
insecticide where a disease-control chemical should
have been used.  Gardeners should examine closely any
product called 'Vegetable Garden Spray' or 'All-Pur-
pose Garden Spray'.  All too often these materials will
contain only a broad spectrum insecticide.

Remember to spray when needed, use the proper amount
of water and material for adequate coverage, and use
the right materials for the job.  If gardeners will keep
these three things in mind, they will have much better
success in controlling diseases in their fall garden.  ❀
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By Dwight S. Hall, Former Extension Horticulturist
Texas Agricultural Extension Service

Rock Gardens

With fall planning and planting just around the corner, the
home gardener may well consider constructing a rock gar-
den.  Texas has an abundance of native rock, and the natural-
istic effect of plants among rocks, trees, and garden paths may
easily and aesthetically be a part of our overall landscape
design.

The success of rock gardens in the land-
scape depends on a natural appearance.
Never should they appear artificial
or forced;  they should be informal,
as if nature provided a bit of beauty
in the home garden.  For this reason,
the rock garden should be located
away from the formal parts of the gar-
den in an area where the rocks will
blend naturally with informal tree
groupings and unusual soil mound-
ing or soil banks.

The size of the rock garden will
depend on many factors:  the num-
ber of available rocks and
plantings, the size of the surrounding
area, and the time the gardener can given
in constructing and maintaining the area.
Because a well tended rock garden demands a lot of attention
and time, it is usually best to keep the area small.  If too large,
it is likely to suffer from neglect, and nothing is more un-
sightly than a poorly maintained rock area, with weeds and
dying plants.

In selecting rock, attempt to choose the same type and color,
so as to have unity.  Choose various sizes of rocks for a natu-
ral appearance.  Never force the rock into an unnatural posi-
tion;  and, try to use local native rocks, which will give the
appearance of belonging naturally to the area.

Place the rocks in groupings to form interesting angles.  Leave
void areas and pockets in various sizes and proportions for
plantings and for visual relief from the irregular appearance
of rocks.  Be sure planting pockets are well retained to avoid
wash and loss of soil from rains and waterings.  An irregular
site will allow for the best show of rocks and plantings, as the
viewer will see various levels at each angle of observation.

Planting pockets should be well worked during construction,
as it may be difficult to prepare the soil without disturbing
the rocks once they are placed in the design.

The best rock gardens are located in a shaded area or one
exposed to only part sun or filtered light;  there-

fore, the area may well be constructed be-
neath large trees where grass may be dif-
ficult to maintain.

The rock garden is an ideal area in which
to place garden features such as bird baths,
fountains and pools, garden lighting, pot-
tery, driftwood, and sculpture.  The items
of accent may be carefully planned for and
so located as to blend in with the total vi-
sual appearance of the garden.  Make sure
that these accents do not dominate;  they
must appear natural and unforced.

The plantings, too, must be very natural
and informal in arrangement, with pock-
ets and mass plantings for year-round in-
terest.  Since the rocks must be the princi-
pal feature of the garden, plantings should
be simple, and the area must not be over

planted.  Ground cover plants, such as ajuga, sedums, English
ivy, jasmine, violets, vinca, liriope, monkey grass, strawberry
begonia, strawberries, and day lilies, lend themselves well to
the naturalistic effect of rock areas.  Dwarf plants, such as
yaupon, dwarf hollies, holly fern, aucuba, dusty miller, dwarf
bamboo, fatsia, fatshedera, dwarf junipers, dwarf sasanqua,
Japanese black pine, mahonia, and Indian hawthorn, are of
proper size to complement rock areas and provide a perma-
nent evergreen interest.  Seasonal plants of spring bulbs, cala-
dium, moss rose, phlox, pansies, spider lilies, spring and sum-
mer annuals and perennials, and wildflowers will provide
seasonal color and interest.

Well planned rock gardens
can be fun and rewarding
for the entire family, and
will surely provide an un-
usual attraction to any
home landscape.   ❀
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HOW TO PRESERVE GOURDS

f  you want to have an abundance of winter and spring
flowers in your garden, now is the time to begin work.
Most of Texas enjoys mild enough winters to develop
a long lasting, good quality crop of such favorites as
pansies, snapdragons, calendulas, candytuft, larkspur,
petunias, and sweet peas, to name a few.

Annuals planted in the fall will usually bloom 3 to 6
weeks earlier than spring-planted ones, depending on
the variety and species.  Occasionally, plants may be
damaged by extreme temperature changes, prolonged
low temperatures, or high winds, but many gardeners
consider them worth the risk.

Primary attention must be given to bed preparation
and watering.  Beds should be prepared several weeks
prior to planting, and raised enough to insure good
drainage during prolonged wet periods.  When starting
plants from seed, it is especially important to keep the
soil moist.  Any drying during the germination period
is hazardous.  Water should be allowed to flow slowly
through shallow irrigation furrows or a fine sprinkler
every time surface drying is observed.

Seeds should be planted closer together than for spring
planting -- a close stand of seedlings seems to have a
better chance of surviving winter cold -- and it insures
a sufficient number of plants, even if some of them
are winterkilled.  A light mulch of straw, hay, pine
needles, or similar material can help in retaining mois-
ture, preventing packing of the soil, and maintaining
even moisture levels.  Well-rotted manure is an excel-
lent soil conditioner and fertilizer.  Chemical fertilizers
containing nitrogen, phosphorus, and potash, are more
convenient to use, but offer no soil conditioning quali-
ties.  Peat moss, pine bark, compost, and other or-
ganic matter are essential to the success of garden-
ing;  organic matter should comprise at least 20 per-
cent of the garden soil, by volume.  For best results,
prepare soil several weeks prior to actual planting.
This allows the soil to settle, reduces air pockets, and
dilutes chemical fertilizers, to prevent tender seed-
ling burn.     ❀

By Dr. William C. Welch, Landscape Horticulturist
Texas A&M University, College Station

By Dr. William C. Welch, Landscape Horticulturist
Texas A&M University, College Station

If you planted gourds this summer, you should now see
the fruits of your labor.  The gourd is a fruit that is highly
decorative, and will last for years if properly cured.  The
most exciting and rewarding part of your entire gourd-grow-
ing experience lies just ahead.

Now is the time to see if gourds are ready to harvest and to
be cured.  This curing process usually takes about 3 weeks.
How do you tell when to harvest gourds?  The usual way is
when they stop increasing in size and start drying, and the
leaves begin turning brown and discoloring.  To harvest, cut
the gourd loose from the vine with a sharp knife or pruning
shears, leaving a stem 1 to 2 inches long.  Wash the gourds in
warm soapy water, and rinse in clean water containing a
little household disinfectant.  This will remove any soil-
borne bacteria clinging to the shell that might cause discol-
oration or rot.  Dry each gourd with a soft cloth to avoid
bruising or scratching the skin.

The next process, surface drying, takes about a week;  its
purpose is to dry and harden the outer skin and set the color.
Many gourds have beautiful colors and markings which may
fade or become discolored if not preserved.  A good way to
handle the small gourds is to string them like beads through
the stem, and hang them up to dry.  Take care they do not
touch.  If gourds are too heavy to suspend on a string, they
should be laid on a floor or table on several thicknesses of
newspaper in a room that is warm and dry, with good air
circulation.  Turn the gourds daily, and replace any  newspa-
pers made damp by the curing gourds.  Those that begin to
shrivel or develop soft spots should be discarded;  they are
immature and will never cure properly, and they may de-
velop molds which will spread to the others.  After about a
week, the surface should be well dried and the colors set.

The next process is internal or final drying in darkness, to
prevent fading of the color.  This takes 2 to 3 weeks.  Lay out
as before, in a warm dry place with good air circulation as
well as darkness.  Heat encourages rapid drying, and dark-
ness holds the color.  Dryness also discourages molds and
mildew.

After about 3 weeks of curing, the final step is decorating.
For this, you need to unleash your artistic talents.  Gourds
may be displayed in their natural state, but often can be
greatly improved by decorating.  One way to enhance the
natural beauty of gourds is to wash and buff them with
a soft cloth to produce a soft shiny surface with high-

lights.  Or coat the surface with liquid plastic to give a hard
glossy finish.  Still another way to prepare gourds for display
is to paint them.  This is especially good for gourds that have
a poor, dull color.  Use spray paint or a brush to apply.  You
can paint the entire gourd by suspending it by the stem, or
you can set it on the rim of an empty can while painting.   ❀
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By Dr. Sam Cotner, Head, Department of Horticulture
Texas A&M University, College Station

Fall Beans Are Best

Many Texas home gardeners like to raise horticultural beans
such as the Improved Pinto.  These are large-seeded beans
used in the green-shell stage.  The fiber of the bean pod is
often too tough for these beans to be cooked as snap beans
unless they are picked at a relatively immature stage.  These
types can usually be recognized by their colorful striped or
mottled pods.  Some of the more popular varieties are Dwarf
Horticultural, Bush Horticultural, and the pole variety King
Horticultural.

As with the spring crop, many of the problems associated
with garden beans begin at planting time.  In the spring,
many home gardeners plant the seed too deep.  However,
when planting in the fall, the seed should be planted a little
deeper to compensate for the hotter soil temperatures.  Cov-
ering the seed to a depth of about 1 to 1 inches when
planting in the heat of summer or early fall is generally
recommended.  After planting, never allow the soil to crust,
as this will result in poor germination and emergence.  A
light mulch over the seed row will help prevent crusting
and often helps cool the soil slightly.  If a crust does form at
or near emergence time, water the soil lightly.

As the crop grows, you must be on a constant lookout for
insects and diseases.  Many of these problems are much
more severe for the fall crop than the spring crop.  Applica-
tions of recommended insecticides and fungicides will
greatly increase fall bean yields.

For top yield of quality pods, pick the beans before the seed
fully develops.  A few pods left to mature on the plant will
greatly reduce the set of new beans and reduce harvestable
yield.  Snap beans should always be picked in a young, suc-
culent stage.  To keep fall beans producing, side-dress the
plants after the first picking at the rate of 4 to 5 teaspoons of
ammonium sulfate, or 2 to 3 teaspoons of ammonium ni-
trate, for each 10 feet of garden row.  Scratch the fertilizer
into the soil, but avoid placing it too close to the plant, as
damage can occur.  Watering of the green beans is extremely
important, especially near or at bloom time.  Never allow
the soil to dry out, especially during this period.  ❀

Green beans are a 'winner' in Texas fall vegetable gardens.
They are easy to grow and produce a high-yielding, high
quality crop.  Most people will agree that the flavor of the
fall-grown green beans far exceeds that of those produced in
the spring.

There are many different types of beans grown in Texas gar-
dens, but the most common are green snap beans, lima beans,
and the various types of horticultural beans.  Green snap
beans are usually of two types -- bush or pole.  However,

bush beans are usually preferred over pole types for fall due
to the fact that they are earlier and produce a higher yield
before the first killing frost.

Bush beans generally require about 60 to 70 days of good
growing conditions to produce a crop.  Often, fall beans are a
little slower to make than spring beans, as they are maturing
during cooler conditions and shorter days.  For a steady sup-
ply of beans to the kitchen, you might try making small
plantings every 10 days, keeping in mind the number of days
remaining before the average date of the first killing frost.

Some of the more popular fall bush bean varieties are
TopCrop, Tendercrop, and Contender.  The varieties
Greencrop and Romano are bush forms of the popular pole
beans.  If you insist on planting pole beans, and space and
time permit, try a planting of the pole varieties Kentucky
Wonder,  Blue Lake, and Dade.  All three of these varieties
produce high yields of excellent quality beans.

Lima beans, a popular garden item in many Texas areas, like
warmer soils to germinate.  But they often fail to set during
extremely hot weather.  They generally do well in most Texas
gardens when planted in late summer or early fall and al-
lowed to mature during cooler conditions.  Some bush lima
bean varieties which do well are Fordhook 242, Henderson
Bush, and Jackson Wonder.  Recommended varieties of pole
limas include Carolina Sieva and Florida Butter Speckled.
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Spider lilies are a novelty in the world of orna-
mental plants.  Each fall, the strap-shaped foliage
appears, ripens, then dies down with the heat of
summer.  In September, usually after soaking rain,
clusters of red, pink, white, or yellow flowers sud-
denly spring forth from the ground.  Stems may
reach 18 to 24 inches, and are topped with spidery
flowers with wavy-edged segments and long stamens.

Bulbs are best planted in July or August after the
foliage has yellowed, although they can be moved at
almost any  time.  Lycoris radiata is among the easi-
est of perennials to grow.  They thrive in full sun
or partial shade, and prefer to be undisturbed for
several or more years before dividing.  Bulbs should
be planted 3 to 4 inches deep in well drained soil.
Watering is helpful during the spring growing sea-
son and just prior to bloom in the fall.  The plants
need to dry out during the dormant period in sum-
mer.  In Texas, we can usually count on an extended
period during June, July, and August that allows
for natural dormancy.  The coral red form, L. ra-
diata, is by far the most common.  Creamy yellow
and pink selections occur, and are sometimes avail-
able in the trade.  L. aurea has wider leaves and
larger, yellow flowers.  It is less cold-hardy than L.
radiata, which will naturalize over much of Texas,
and is especially well adapted to the eastern third of
the state.

Spider lilies are most effective when naturalized and
combined with evergreen ground covers, such as
Vinca major, Hedera helix (English ivy), and Ajuga
reptans.  They are sometimes used as border or pot
specimens, and can go for many years before divi-
sion and re-potting are necessary.

Lycoris radiata provide a floral display at a time when
few other plants are in bloom.  This characteristic,
along with a low water requirement and general ease
of culture, make spider lilies useful and colorful
additions to the Texas landscape.      ❀

SPIDER LILIES
OFFER SEPTEMBER

GARDEN COLOR

By Dr. William C. Welch, Landscape Horticulturist
Texas A&M University, College Station

By Bill Adams, Extension Horticulturist
Harris County, Houston

With the increased interest in home vegetable gardens,
home owners with limited space may want to consider plant-
ing a few vegetables in their flower beds this fall.  Numerous
highly productive vegetables will do extremely well when
planted in flower beds around the home.

Leaf lettuce makes an ideal border
plant, and will grow in many areas
around the home that receive only
partial sunlight.  Most varieties will
be ready for harvesting 45 to 60 days
from planting.  The red leaf variety,
Ruby, not only adds color to the
flower bed but also provides food for
the table.  Onions or their close rela-
tives chives, leaks, and garlic, will
all do well in flower beds that receive
limited amounts of sunlight.  Pars-
ley is another fall crop that makes an ideal border planting,
and can be harvested throughout the winter in most areas of
Texas.  Many of the common fall vegetables, such as broc-
coli, cabbage, spinach, beets, carrots, and the various types
of greens will do exceptionally well in flower beds that re-
ceive 5 to 6 hours of sunlight a day.  Not only will they do
well in the fall, but they can also be harvested well into the
winter in most areas of Texas.

If crops such as tomatoes, eggplants, and peppers are to be
grown in flower beds as a fall crop, they should be located in
areas that receive at least 6 hours of good sunlight a day.
Locating the cold-susceptible crops on the south side of the
house will give them some protection form the first cold
winds of winter.

Growing fall vegetables in flower beds requires little extra
care over that given most plants.  Water stress should be
avoided, especially during the early summer and fall when
planting occurs.  Water stress should also be avoided as the
plants near maturity.  Adding small amounts of fertilizer
around vegetable plants during the season will help insure
high yields of good quality fall vegetables.  Of course, con-
trol measures should be taken if insects and diseases become
a problem.      ❀

Flower Beds for Vegetables



HORTICULTURAL UPDATE SEPTEMBER 1996
8

By Dr. Douglas F. Welsh, Landscape Horticulturist
Texas A&M University, College Station

Fall Ideal Time to Plant Trees and Shrubs

In September, the weather is becoming slightly cooler
and gardeners are slowly migrating back outdoors after a
hot, dry summer.  Now is the perfect time to add a new tree
or a grouping of shrubs to the landscape.  Or, perhaps you
have an area that needs 'remodeling' or rejuvenating.  Fall
may be the best season to plant, surpassing even the spring.

Many people prefer January through March for planting,
but the fall months of September through December have
distinct advantages.  Plant roots grow anytime the soil tem-
perature is 40 degrees or higher, which may occur all winter
in Texas.  During the winter months, the root systems of the
fall-planted specimens develop and become established.
When spring arrives, this expanded root system can support
and take advantage of the full surge of spring growth.

Fall is the optimum time to plant balled and burlapped trees
and shrubs.  Balled and burlapped plants have ample time to
recover from transplanting and proliferate roots before spring
growth begins.

There are exceptions to fall planting.  All bare-root plants,
including roses, and pecan and fruit trees, should not be
planted now.  These plants should be planted in late winter
when they are completely dormant.

When buying plants for your landscape, be sure to get healthy,
well-grown plants.  Always buy from a reputable dealer.  A
person who is in the plant-selling business year-round de-
pends on repeat customers, and only by selling his custom-
ers quality plants can he be assured of your continued confi-
dence and business.  Beware of plant bargains.  They can
easily turn out to be real headaches.  A bargain is no good if
it dies.  The price tag, especially the cheapest one, is not the
best guide to quality.

All plants have growing requirements.  Think about the
plant's needs before you invest.  Is the plant adapted to your
rocky, alkaline soil?  Will it grow in sun or shade?  Does it
need a wet or dry location?  Is it cold hardy?  Some nurseries
have this type of information on tags beside the plant.  If not,
ask the nurseryman.  Plan before you plant.  Whether you
are planting a single plant or an entire landscape, plan first,
then plant.  Good planning is a worthwhile investment of
time that will pay off in attractive and useful home grounds
that will increase the value of your property.  It is much

easier to move plants on paper than to dig them after plant-
ing.  Every plant in the landscape should serve a purpose.
Ask yourself why you want each plant  -- for screening, for
privacy, for shade, etc.  How large will the plant be five
years from now?   Plants, like people, grow up.  Remember
that a small one-gallon size plant will look entirely different
after a few years of growth in your landscape.  Plant prop-
erly for success.  Here are a few guidelines for getting the job
done right:

1.  Dig a hole large enough in diameter so that the root sys-
tem has at least 6 inches clearance on all sides.  The root
ball should rest on a solid soil foundation, so do not dig
the hole much deeper than the ball.

2.  Plant the tree or shrub slightly above the level of the
surrounding soil, to allow for settling and increase soil
drainage.

3.  Carefully place the tree or shrub in the hole.  Handle the
plant by the root ball and not by the trunk.  A broken
ball of earth can mean a dead plant.   Always remove
any container before you plant.

4.  Backfill the hole carefully, using a half-and-half mixture
of the soil removed from the hole and shredded pine
bark.  Fill the hole and firm the soil around the plant,
then water thoroughly to settle the soil around the roots
and to eliminate any air pockets.

5.  Do not fertilize your tree or shrub after planting.  Wait
until early in the spring to do this, and even then, go
lightly.  Heavy applications of fertilizer may burn and
injure the root system and could possibly kill the plants.

6.  Watering has been and remains paramount in transplant-
ing.  At the time of transplanting, soak the root ball and
the surrounding soil.  A thorough watering every 7 to 10
days will dramatically increase the chances of success.
More frequent watering may encourage root rot.  Re-
member, more trees and shrubs fail from over-watering
than from under-watering.

7.  Before calling it a day, add 4 to 6 inches of mulch around
the base of newly-planted trees and shrubs.  This helps
keep down weeds and conserves soil moisture.  Use
pine bark, grass clippings, leaves, etc.

Fall is for planting.  Visit your nursery today, and help beau-
tify and add value to your home.  ❀
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Garden Checklist for September
By Dr. William C. Welch, Landscape Horticulturist

Texas A&M University, College Station

Rejuvenate heat stressed geraniums and begonias for the fall season by lightly pruning,
fertilizing, and watering.

Caladiums require plenty of water at this time of year if they are to remain lush and attractive until fall.
Fertilize with ammonium sulfate at the rate of  to  pound per 100 square feet of bed area, and water
thoroughly.

Don't allow plants with green fruit or berries to suffer from lack of moisture.  Hollies will frequently drop
their fruit under drought conditions.

Prune out dead or diseased wood from trees and shrubs.  Hold off on major pruning until midwinter.  Pruning
now may stimulate tender growth prior to frost.

Divide spring-flowering perennials, such as irises, shasta daisies, gaillardias, cannas, day lilies, violets, liriope,
and ajuga.  Reset divisions into well prepared soil with generous amounts of organic material worked into the
top 8 to 10 inches.

Prepare the beds for spring-flowering bulbs as soon as possible.  It is important to cultivate the soil and add
generous amounts of organic matter to improve the water drainage.  Bulbs will rot without proper drainage.

Plantings at this time can provide landscape color for three seasons in central, east, and south Texas.  Annuals
set out early enough will bloom as soon as Thanksgiving, and frequently last until Memorial Day.  Annuals
that should soon be available in nurseries and garden shops include:  petunias, calendulas, pansies, snapdrag-
ons, stock, sweet peas, and violas (from seed).

Continue a disease-spray schedule on roses, as blackspot and mildew can be extremely damaging in September
and October.  Funginex, used every 7 to 14 days, will usually give excellent control.

Christmas cactus can be made to flower by supplying 12 hours of uninterrupted darkness and cool nights (55
degrees F) for a month, starting in mid October.  Keep plants on

the dry side for a month prior to treatment.
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Oktober Gartenfest
Winedale

October 25-26
This year's program features presentations on early Texas
nurserymen, workshops on topiary and seed saving, a sale of
heirloom and unusual plants, and a dinner concert at Festi-
val Hill.  For registration information, contact Gloria Jaster,
UT Winedale Historical Center, (409) 278-3530.

LANDSC APE DESIGN

Study Course IV

College Station - September 23-25

The course is open to anyone interested in learning more
about landscape design.  Course IV includes an evaluation
tour of local landscapes.  For program and registration form,
contact Dr. William C. Welch, (409) 845-7341.

Coming Events . . .


