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L. fragrantissima is no newcomer to Texas gardens, and can be found growing unattended in
old cemeteries and home sites where few other ornamental plants survive.  It is most com-
monly called winter honeysuckle or standing honeysuckle, and both names provide useful
insight into the character of the plant.  Discovered in China by the famous Scottish plant
explorer Robert Fortune in 1845 and imported into Europe at that time, it soon after became
popular in this country.

Flowers are small and creamy white.  They appear during midwinter and, though not out-
standing in appearance, are highly fragrant.  Foliage is rounded and bluish green in color.  In all
but far South Texas, L. fragrantissima is deciduous, the flowers occurring on bare branches.  It is
unusually well adapted and can be found in far northern Texas as well as in the south.  Any good
garden soil is sufficient, with good specimens being found in both moderately alkaline and acid
soils.  Maximum height is about eight feet, with an arching form to the branches.  Red fruit in
spring will often follow the winter flowers.

Landscape uses include specimens, background plantings, or hedges.
Winter honeysuckle is very tolerant of cold and drought.  Propagation is
from seed, cuttings, or division of older clumps.  Availability on a
national scale is fairly good.  L. fragrantissima is often sold as a packaged
deciduous shrub during the winter.  Although not a spectacular plant, the
form is nice, it flowers in winter, the fragrance is welcome, and its hardy
character is a real asset.  Early Texans often placed a specimen of winter
honeysuckle near the frequently used gate to the garden so the fragrance
and flowers could be conveniently enjoyed.  Like many of the plants
popular in the last century, L. fragrantissima is enjoying a renewal of
popularity.  Few plants will thrive in Texas gardens with less attention.

Winter Honeysuckle, Lonicera fragrantissima
Family:  Caprifoliaceae
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Texas is a very difficult place to grow Vinifera grapes
because of the extremely variable weather.  A major cold
front can move into the state overnight and drop tempera-
tures 70 degrees in 24 hours.

As of December 6 of 1995, much of the
state had not received a major frost. This
is not a good sign.  Vinifera grapes do
not have a true rest period, as do apples
and peaches, to slow growth and harden
off in the fall and early winter.  If an Indian
summer occurs in December, water-rich
cells of the phloem, xylem, and cambium will
remain active, and they are very vulnerable if a
freeze occurs.  Typically, a cold front will move
in with high winds and there is very little growers
can do.  Some turn on their drip irrigation systems to
add heat to the soil which can radiate back into the air
with some warming effect.  For the most part, growers wait
and watch.

Six hours after the temperature returns to above 60 degrees
F, a cut can be made into the vine's active bark and wood
to see if there is any damage.  If the bark is brown, the vine
is dead.  Check about a foot above the ground on the south
or southwest side of the vine where the sun contacts the
trunk -- this is the most common point of damage.  It is
possible for the shaded north side of the trunk to be damage
free, so check it also.  Live bark is white;  freeze-damaged
bark is brown.  It is also good to cut through buds to see if
they have frozen.  If the freeze is marginal, it is possible to
kill buds without killing the trunk.  If the buds are good,
they will be white all the way across;  dead buds will have a
very small brown center.

The further north you go in Texas, the less freeze damage
you will find;  there, the vines have been enduring very
cool temperatures, causing the sap to push into the roots.

Steps can be taken to prepare for freeze injury.
A two-trunk vine is a good defense against

freeze injury.  Single-trunk vines tend to go
dormant more slowly and freeze more
frequently.  Excellent chemical weed control

is a very good way to maximize heat radiation
from the soil during the freeze.  Overhead

sprinklers, which are good for frost protection in
the spring, are of little value when a major cold

front rushes in with 40 m.p.h. winds.  Vine stress can
make vines susceptible to freeze damage, since weak

vines freeze very easily.  But also be careful to avoid
extra vigor, as young vines growing late in the fall are

very susceptible to freeze injury.  Nitrogen should
never be applied to Texas grape vines after the month May.
Fifty ppm nitrogen in the soil in September can cause
Vinifera vines to suffer early winter-freeze injury.

Grafted vines are at high risk in Texas because they are
very difficult to re-graft after a freeze.  If temperatures
below 20 degrees F are expected and no conditioning
temperatures have occurred to harden the vines, the graft
union should be covered.  This will help insulate the graft
union and scion-variety buds above the union.

The fall of 1995 has been very beautiful, but we have not
received several weeks of very cool weather, and, conse-
quently,  we are set up for major freeze injury.  The 1989
and 1993 October freezes were major reasons for our recent
shortage of fruit.  Let's hope this winter will be cool but
without a major fast-moving blizzard.
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Garden Checklist for January

The life of the flowering pot plant received as a Christmas gift can be prolonged with proper
care.  Keep the soil moist but provide drainage so excess moisture can flow from the pot.  Keep
the plant out of range of heating ducts and away from heating units.  Keep in a cool room at night,
preferably at 60 to 65 degrees F.

Now is an excellent time to transplant mature or established trees and shrubs.

Be sure to prune back the top of established trees and shrubs before moving.  Remove about one-third to one-half of
the top to compensate for roots lost in digging.

Plan your flower and vegetable garden now before the rush of spring planting.

Sow seeds in flats or containers in protected structures to establish plant growth before hot weather arrives.   Petu-
nias, begonias, and slow-growing transplants should be sown in early January.  Warm-temperature plants, such as
tomatoes, peppers, marigolds, and periwinkles, should be sown later this month.

Put a light application of fertilizer on established pansy plants.  Use one-half pound of ammonium sulfate per 100
square feet of bed area.  Repeat the application every 4 to 6 weeks.  Dried blood meal or cottonseed meal are also
excellent sources of fertilizer for pansies.

Prepare beds and garden area for spring planting.

Select and order gladiolus corms for February and March planting.
Plant at two-week intervals to prolong flowering period.

Check junipers and other narrow-leaf evergreens for bagworms in
pouches;  if left on the plants, the worms can start their cycle
again by emerging from the pouches in the spring and feeding
on the foliage.  Removing the pouches by hand and burning
them is an excellent means of reducing the potential
damage next spring.

Rose pruning in South Texas may be done
in January.  Remember that climbers
and other once-blooming roses
are best pruned after the spring
flowers have faded.
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With winter at hand and leaf drop completed, now is the
time to start a compost pile for next year's garden soil.  Com-
post is defined as a mixture of soil and partly decayed organic
matter that is used to improve garden or potting soil.  Waste
materials, such as leaves, grass clippings, table scraps, manure,
and old plant material, are the basic components of compost.

The best way to compost materials in your yard is to make a
compost pile or bin.  It should be located in an area receiving
plenty of sunlight and air movement.  The location should also
be well drained and convenient to the garden area.  Usually,
the small area behind the garage or between the utility room
and the neighboring fence is ideal for framing and constructing
the compost heap.  The compost area may be a pit or a raised
area formed by treated boards, concrete building blocks, or
fencing supported by stakes.  When starting the compost pile,
begin with an initial application of one or two inches of soil,
followed by a two to six-inch layer of leaves, grass clippings, or
other waste materials.  This should be followed by one or two
inches of manure.  If manure is not available, scatter one or
two cupfuls of commercial fertilizer per square yard of surface

area over the plant material.  This layering process is repeated.
The organic materials to be composted will decompose more
rapidly if they are shredded first.  Leaves can be shredded by
running your lawn mower over them and catching them in the
grass catcher.  While the compost is making, it should be kept
moist but not soggy wet.  The top of the pile should be kept
dish-shaped to catch natural rainfall and to help when wetting
is necessary.  Decomposition relies on microorganisms, and
the length of time before the pile will be ready for use in the
garden is dependent on their growth.  Warm weather, adequate
fertilizer, and the correct moisture level are important.  Too
little or too much of any of these factors will reduce growth
and delay decomposition.

Your finished compost can be used in may ways;  incorporated
into the soil, it is beneficial in improving soil tilth, water-
holding capacity, and nutrient retention.  Compost can also be
used on the soil surface as a mulch to control weeds and
conserve moisture.  You can mix your compost with soil or
use it for potting plants, hanging baskets, or a wide variety of
other gardening purposes.


